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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a replay to the application filed on January 14, 2004, in which, claims 1-17 
are pending. Claims 1 and 10, are independent, and claims 2-9 and 11-17 are 
dependent. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 01714/04, has been 
reviewed. The submission is In compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. 
Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure statement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined In section 351 (a) shaD have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed 
in the United States only If the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty In the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 5-7, 9-15 and 17, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Santosuosso (USPAP 2003/0093400 A1). 
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With respect to claim 1, .Santosuosso teaches a system (client/server system 
100 of fig 1 , for updating database) for communicating variable data between a data 
management system and a document production system (client 140 of fig 1, i.e. a data 
management system, and server120 of fig 1, i.e. document production system, 
communicating each other in connection with web server 1 10 via network 150, col.2, 
lines 0024-0025), comprising: 

a data management system (server 120 of fig 1) having a data manager for 
obtaining variable data from a database (sever system 120 may include a database 
server 170 for managing one or more data base 180 connected to server system 120, 
col.3, lines 0027, and also a database server 170 includes a browser request handler 
and data base update program 172 for accessing and updating variable data regarding 
customer relationships col.3, line 0027-0028). 

a document production system (client 140 of fig 1) for composing documents 
containing the variable data obtained from the database (client system 140 of fig 1 , may 
be a personal computer includes a browser program 1 30, and a data base registration 
program 132, which is a user interface to allow user to attach, navigate and updating 
and composing a data base via a browser, col.3, lines 0033-0034); and 

a message bridge (web server 1 1 0 of fig 1 ) for coupling the data management 
system ( server 120 of fig 1) to the document production system (client system 140 of 
fig 1) so that the document production system and data management system 
communicate data messages for the proofing and generation of documents populated 
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with the variable data (server 120 and client 140 are connected each other and 
communicate via web server 1 10 through network 150 fig 1, so that a generation and an 
updating a document stored in a database 180 of fig 1, can be changed and or updated, 
col.2, lines 0025-0026). 

With respect to claim 5, .Santosuosso teaches a system (client/server system 
100 of fig 1, for updating database), the document production system (client 140 of fig 1, 
i.e. a computer) messages including, soft documents composed by the document 
production system that contains variable data obtained from the data management 
system (client 140 of fig 1, a means for creating or producing a document, i.e. a client 
computer connected to the database 180 through server 120, for updating or modifying 
the document produced by document producing system 140. i.e. a variable, changeable 
or updated document data, and update database columns, page change information to 
database see 555 of fig 5, 360 of fig 3, and col.2, lines 0024). 

With respect to claim 6, .Santosuosso teaches a system (client/server system 
100 of fig 1, for updating database), the document production system messages 
including: document production system status messages (a status change request is 
received from the browser monitor program 134 via display unit 152 of fig, col.4, lines 
0040-0041). 
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With respect to claim 7, .Santosuosso teaches a system (client/server system 
100 of fig 1 , for updating database) the document production system messages 
including: queries for variable data from the data management system (production 
system 140 of fig, includes a browser 134 of fig 1, send notification, change information 
to database 180 of fig 1, as shown in fig 3, col.4, lines 0036). 

With respect to claim 9, .Santosuosso teaches a system (client/server system 
100 of fig 1, for updating database), further comprising: an application client interface 
(client computer 140, interface server 120 via web-server through network 150 as 
shown in fig 1 ) for receiving soft documents and generating proofing instructions ( since 
client computer 140, server 120 interfaces each other via web-server 1 10 through 
network 150 as shown in fig .1 , exchanging data including generating, updated or 
creating documents is performed within a browser monitor 134, including query and 
user request of update database see flow chart of fig 3 and 5, see col.4, line 0036, 
col. 5, lines 0043). 

With respect to claim 10, Santosuosso teaches a method (client/server system 
100 of fig 1, for updating database), for communicating between a document production 
system (140 of fig 1 ) and a data management system (120 of fig 1 ) comprising: 
obtaining variable data from a database (database 180 of fig 1) in a data management 
system (server 120 of fig 1, is a data management system); and coupling the data 
management system to a document production system through a message bridge so 



Application/Control Number: Page 6 

10/757,132 

Art Unit: 2625 

that the document production system and data management system communicate 
(server 120 and client 140, are connected through web server 110 [i.e. a message 
bridge] a means for communicating between system via network 150 of fig 1, col.2, 
lines 0025-0026). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , .Santosuosso teaches the method (client/server system 
100 of fig 1 , for updating database), obtaining of the variable data further comprising: 
collecting and converting variable data into data messages for transmission to the 
document production system (server system 120 of fig 1, collects data via web server 
through network 150 from data production system 140 of fig 1, and retransmitted back 
to 140 when a data request from database server 120 is received from a user for 
updating or modifying purpose). 

With respect to claim 12, .Santosuosso teaches the method (client/server system 
100 of fig 1, for updating database), further comprising: receiving document production 
messages containing data from the document production system, (message, such as 
status, query [540 of fig 5] and notification change of information is exchanged, between 
database server 120 and client computer 140 of fig 1, query 540, status updating 55 of 
fig 5, 340 of fig 3). 

With respect to claim 13, .Santosuosso teaches a method (client/server system 
100 of fig 1, for updating database), the document production system (client 140 of fig 
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1) message reception (120 of fig 1, i.e. server system 120) including: receiving soft 
documents containing variable data that were composed by the document production 
system (image reception 120 of fig 1, server 120 of fig 1, receives and stores updated 
data that were composed by client computer 140 of fig 1 ). 

With respect to claim 14, .Santosuosso teaches the method (client/server system 
100 of fig 1, for updating database), the document production system (140 of fig 1) 
message reception including: receiving document production system status messages 
(since client system 140, may be a computer having display 152 for receiving a system 
status messages on a display 1 52 of fig 1 ). 

With respect to claim 15, .Santosuosso teaches the method (client/server system 
100 of fig 1, for updating database), the document production system message 
reception (140 of fig 1) including: receiving queries for variable data from the data 
management system (data base update program 176 of fig 1 , receiving a change 
request from a browser query differences 540 of fig 1 , see col.4, line 0037). 

With respect to claim 17, .Santosuosso teaches a method (client/server system 
100 of fig 1, for updating database), further comprising: receiving soft documents from a 
document production system (client 140 of fig 1) and generating proofing instructions for 
the document production system (receiving a change request from client 140 through 
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browser and executing a data base update program in response to the change request, 
col. 1, lines 0010). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention vras made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2-4, 8 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Santosuosso (USPAP 20030093400), in view of Yamada (USPAP 2006/0058982). 

With respect to claim 2, .Santosuosso teaches a system (client/server system 
100 of fig 1 , for updating database), the message bridge (a web server 110 of fig 1, that 
is a transmission link between the client 140 and server 120, as seen in fig 1, col.2, 
lined 0025). 

Although Santosusso (400) shows an application program with in web-server 
1 10 of fig 1 , which serves as communication means between production system device 
140 and management device 120 of fig 1). 
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However, Santosusso, (400) fails explicitly to teach a transport adapter for 
collecting and converting variable data elements into data messages for transmission to 
the document composition engine. 

Yamada (982) in the same area of data management system (as shown in fig 1 ) 
teaches a transport adapter for collecting and converting variable data elements into 
data messages for transmission to the document composition engine (since, a 
"transportation adapter" is a means for transferring data between dissimilar systems 
often facilitated by use of customized software application known as "adapters" some 
adapters pull data or extract from the source system in the data format and then 
sometimes convert it again into another data format (e.g., XML) for transmission to 
other system), therefore, adapter 14 as shown in fig 1 , has a similar function as stated, 
lines 0030-0031). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the data communication device of 
Santosuosso (400), by including, a transport adapter for collecting and converting 
variable data elements into data messages for transmission to the document 
composition engine. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Santosuosso's, by the teaching of Yamada 
(982), to provide a data management system that save time and eliminate the need for 
changing the setting manually when a new device having additional communication 
condition is added, as suggested by Yamada, see col.1, lines 0005. 
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With respect to claim 3, .Santosuosso teaches a system (client/server system 
1 00 of fig 1 , for updating database). 

Although Santosusso (400) shows an application program with in web-server 110 
of fig 1 , which serves as communication means between device 140 and 120 of fig 1 ). 
However, Santosusso, fails explicitly to teach a plurality of transport adapter 
components, some of the transport adapter components collecting variable data and 
other transport adapter components converting the collected variable data into data 
messages for transmission to the document production system. 

Yamada (982) in the same area of data management system . (as shown in fig 1) 
teaches a plurality of transport adapter components, (plurality of adapter 14, 14' of fig 1) 
some of the transport adapter components collecting variable data and other transport 
adapter components converting the collected variable data into data messages for 
transmission to the document production system, (adapterl 4 of fig 1, having a function 
of collecting variable data and other transport adapter components converting the 
collected variable data into data messages for transmission to the document production 
system, as shown in fig 1 and discussed, see lines 0028-0031). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the data communication device of 
Santosuosso (400), by including, collecting variable data and other transport adapter 
components converting the collected variable data into data messages for transmission 
to the document production system. 
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It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Santosuosso's, by the teaching of Yamada 
(982), to provide a data management system that save time and eliminate the need for 
changing the setting manually when a new device having additional communication 
condition is added, as suggested by Yamada, see col.1, lines 0005. 

With respect to claim 4, .Santosuosso teaches a system (client/server system 
100 of fig 1 , for updating database). 

Although Santosusso (400) shows an application program with in web-server 110 
of fig 1, which serves as communication means between device 140 and 120 of fig 1). 
However, Santosusso, fails explicitly to teach at least one transport adapter component 
for receiving document production system messages containing data from the 
document production system. 

Yamada (982) in the same area of data management system (as shown in fig 1 ) 
teaches at least one transport adapter component for receiving document production 
system messages containing data from the document production system. 

(adapterl 4 of fig 1 , having a function of collecting and converting variable data 
elements into data messages for transmission to the document composition engine (i.e. 
a data transfer between dissimilar systems is often facilitated by use of customized 
software application as shown in fig 1 and discussed, see lines 0028-0031 ). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the data communication device of 
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Santosuosso (400), by including, at least one transport adapter component for receiving 
document production system messages containing data from tlie document production 
system. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Santosuosso's, by the teaching of Yamada 
(982), to provide a data management system that save time and eliminate the need for 
changing the setting manually when a new device having additional communication 
condition is added, as suggested by Yamada, see col.1 , lines 0005. 

With respect to claim 8, .Santosuosso teaches a system (client/server system 
100 of fig 1 , for updating database), the message bridge (web-server 1 10 of fig 1 ), 
having transport adapter components for communicating with the document production 
system (web-server 1 10 of fig 1 , contain memory 1 14 is a random access large enough 
to store necessary application, such as HTTM, HTML, col.2, lines 0025, which serves 
as communication means between device 140 and 120 of fig 1). However, Santosusso, 
fails explicitly to teach a transport adapter. 

Yamada (982) in the same area of data management system (as shown in fig 1 ) 
teaches having transport adapter components for communicating with the document 
production system (adapter 14 of fig 1 , having a function of collecting and converting 
variable data elements into data messages for transmission to the document 
composition engine (i.e. a data transfer between dissimilar systems is often facilitated 
by use of customized software application known as "adapters" some adapters pull data 
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or extract from the source system in tlie data format and then sometimes convert it 
again into another data format for transmission to other system, as shown in fig 1 and 
discussed, see lines 0030-0031). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the Invention was made to have modified the data communication device of 
Santosuosso (400), by including, a transport adapter. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Santosuosso's, by the teaching of Yamada 
(982), to provide a data management system that save time and eliminate the need for 
changing the setting manually when a new device having additional communication 
condition is added, as suggested by Yamada, see col.1, lines 0005. 

With respect to claim 16, .Santosuosso teaches the method (client/server system 
100 of fig 1 , for updating database) further comprising: communicating the data 
messages with transport adapter components in a Web server (web server 1 10 of fig 1 , 
a means of communication between management system 120 and client 140 of fig 1, 
having a transporting adapter components, such as HTTP server protocols, as shown in 
1 15 of fig 1 , see col.2, lines 0025). 

However, Santosusso, fails explicitly to teach a transport adapter in web server. 

Yamada (982) in the same area of data management system (as shown in fig 1 ) 
teaches a transport adapter in web server (adapter 14 of fig 1 , in a web server of fig 1 , , 
as shown in fig 1 and discussed, see lines 0030-0031 ). 



Application/Control Number: Page 14 

10/757,132 

Art Unit: 2625 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary sl^ill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the data communication device of 
Santosuosso (400), by including, a transport adapter in a web server. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Santosuosso's, by the teaching of Yamada 
(982), to provide a data management system that save time and eliminate the need for 
changing the setting manually when a new device having additional communication 
condition is added, as suggested by Yamada, see col.1, lines 0005. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art indicted below and made of the record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. (USPN 7,099, 350, and USP 7,177, 
868). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on 571-272-7314. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more. information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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